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Our gratitude goes out to tonight’s title sponsor, The Honolulu Star-
Advertiser, and all of you. Diamond Head Theatre is Hawaii’s
Broadway of the Pacific and we are honored to savor this moment
with you.

After a pandemic pause, the `Ilima Awards returns to celebrate 25
delicious years of Hawaii’s best adventures in dining. This year we
celebrate the resilience of so many of Hawaii’s favorite restaurants
plus a forkful of rising stars too. The Honolulu Star-Advertiser, these
restaurants and DHT’s ohana come together to savor food, fun and
friendship to fund the future of performing arts in Honolulu.

Each season, Diamond Head Theatre whips up six sensational shows
that entertain more than 50,000 theatergoers from keiki to kupuna.
DHT’s year-round menu includes a buffet of educational offerings:
classes for all ages in dancing, acting and singing. DHT proudly
presents an extensive summer program for keiki, and a premier youth
troupe called the Shooting Stars, who will perform for you tonight.

Aloha,

Mahalo,

CO-CHAIR
Todd Iacovelli

SPONSORSHIP CHAIR
Mark Wong

CO-CHAIR
Jennifer Tanabe

1



Event Volunteers

SPONSORSHIP CHAIR
Mark Wong

Ilima Committee

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Trevor Tamashiro

Diamond Head Theatre

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser

Executive Team 

Meredith Bechirian
Leslene Collado
Ronnie Collado
Brando Cutts
Kristi Delos Santos
Uson Ewart

Emily Lane
Cynthia Hytry

John Rampage
Richard Rand
Charlene Takeno
Trevor Tamashiro
Travis Tanaka
Randy Tandal
Jacque Vaughn

Jodi Leong
Carol Lockwood
Belinda Lucas
Dana Matlin
Krysta Matsuno

Michelle Nagamine

Erin McFadden
Trudi Melohn

 CO-CHAIRS
Todd Iacovelli & Jennifer Tanabe

Dayna Asuncion
Betty Bolton
Jean Compton
Kai Diones
Christopher Evans
Debra Evans
Jacqueline Frost
Caren Gomes
Suzanne Green

Kevin Hanks
Brandy Hernandez
Tom Holowach
Sabrina Irish
Joy Kamei
AJ Keolanui 
Lisa Kimsey
Lisa Konove
Larissa Lopez

Caryn Yee

Vicki Machado
Karla Menard
Marilyn Nagel
Elton Ogoso
Kathy Pang
Janet Plescia
Kaitlynn Soriano
TIMSA of UH 
Seline Williams

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
Dennis Francis

SENIOR SALES &
MARKETING

Chantel Soranaka
DIRECTOR OF SALES &

MARKETING

Linda Woo

EVENT COORDINATOR
Mary Calantoc
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Two can head east on Alaska Airlines to the city that never
sleeps, New York City. Enjoy 3 nights at the Park Lane Hotel –

a whimsical gem located at 36 Central Park South.

ALASKA NATURE ADVENTURE
Fly Alaska Airlines roundtrip for 2 and indulge in a 3-night
stay at the picturesque Salmon Falls Resort in Ketchikan,

Alaska including all meals and 2 days of fully-guided fishing
for 2 or just enjoy some kayaking, hiking, or whale watching.

 LOUNGE IN LOS ANGELES
Two can jet on Alaska Airlines to lounge in lively Los Angeles

for 3 nights at the hip Hotel Figueroa in downtown close to
the city’s best shopping and nightlife.

NEW YORK! NEW YORK!

LUCKY STAR SPONSORS

Mahalo

Lucky StarGiveaway
We’ve cooked up your next adventure to wonderland. Purchase a $10

lucky star ticket from a Shooting Stars performer tonight. Cash or
credit cards are accepted. Winners will be announced at about 9 pm. All

proceeds support Diamond Head Theatre.

ALASKA AIRLINES

Kelly Sanders
HIGHGATE HOTELS

Daniel Chun
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DIRECTOR & CHOREOGRAPHER
John Rampage

& DHT’s Shooting Stars
Jody Bil l ,  Emily North,  Andrew Sakaguchi,  Aiko Schick 

WRITERS
John Rampage & ‘Ilima Cast

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Emmett Yoshioka

SET DESIGN
Deanne Kennedy

LIGHTING DESIGN
Dawn Oshima

SOUND DESIGN
Kerri Yoneda

PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER
Trudi Melohn

SHOOTING STARS CHOREOGRAPHER
Annie Motteler

SHOOTING STARS ACCOMPANIST
Judy Yoshioka

SHOOTING STARS MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Nanilisa Pascua

PLAQUE & LEI PRESENTERS
Anya Teruya, Lauren Teruya & Star Dahl-Thurston

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES &  SPECIAL GUEST STAR

Loretta Ables Sayre

The Awards Show
2023

Cast

Producers

DECK CREW

Tom Bingham
Vincent Green & Taylor Weeks FOLLOWSPOT OPERATORS

Andrea Yoo & Kenji Shimata
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CHEF’S CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION

Matt Goto
AMERICAN WINE & SPIRITS OF HAWAII
SOUTHERN GLAZER’S WINE & SPIRITS

Miles Jones
WINES BY JOHNSON BROS. OF HAWAII INC.

Lisa Turner
MARTINIS BY JOHNSON BROS. OF HAWAII INC.

Jason Brand
DAQUIRIS BY KŌ HANA RUM

American Wine & Spirits

Kapiolani Community College’s
Culinary Arts & Hospitality Programs

TABLESIDE SERVICE

Beverage Sponsors

DEPARTMENT CHAIR
Grant Itomitsu

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Aaron Chau

DEPARTMENT CHAIR
John Santamaria
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BEST FIRST DATE

BEST RESTAURANT
BEST NEW RESTAURANT

BEST LUNCH
BEST FINE-DINING

BEST CASUAL
BEST DESSERT

BEST NEIGHBOR ISLAND
BEST BREAKFAST

The Signature Prime Steak & Seafood

Nami Kaze Hawaii
PESO
Plumeria Beach House
HY’s Steak House
Maile’s Thai Bistro
Lady M At Waikiki Tea
Hanalei Dolphin
Sweet E’s Café

DIAMOND HEAD THEATRE

HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER
PUBLISHER’S AWARD PESCA Waikiki Beach

OVATION AWARD
PRODUCER’S AWARD

L&L Hawaiian Barbecue
La Bettola at ‘Alohilani Hotel

PEOPLE'S CHOICE

CRITIC'S CHOICE

BEST DESSERT

BEST RESTAURANT
BEST NEW RESTAURANT

BEST BREAKFAST
BEST FINE-DINING

BEST CASUAL
BEST FIRST DATE

BEST NEIGHBOR ISLAND 
BEST LUNCH

MW Restaurant

Senia
UMI by Vikram Garg
Koko Head Cafe
Hoku’s at The Kahala
Mahina & Sun’s
The Cutlery
Moon and Turtle
Rigo

Ilima Winners
Restaurants showcased tonight are in gold.
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R A V E  R E V I E W S
HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER

BEST VEGAN

BEST SEAFOOD

BEST BREWERY

BEST FOOD TRUCK

BEST RISING CHEF

BEST HIDDEN GEM

BEST STEAKHOUSE

BEST OUTDOOR VENUE

BEST PIZZA

BEST BURGER

BEST BENTO

BEST POKE

BEST SUSHI

BEST NOODLES

BEST BAKERY

BEST HAWAIIAN FOOD

BEST DIM SUM

BEST SANDWICH/ROLL

BEST SERVICE

BEST WINE SELECTION

BEST FAMILY RESTAURANT

natuRe waikiki

53 By The Sea

Aloha Beer

La Birria

Fête

Upstairs at Pier 38

Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Hau Tree

Pizza Mamo

Chubbie’s Burgers

Obento Rinka

Kyung’s Seafood

Genki Sushi

The Pig and The Lady

Halekulani Bakery

Highway Inn

Yung Yee Kee Dim Sum

Up Roll Café

Restaurant Suntory

Wolfgang’s Steakhouse

Zippy’s

Ilima Winners
Restaurants showcased tonight are in gold.
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TOP REGIONAL RESTAURANTS

BEST MOM & POP

EAST HONOLULU

HONOLULU REGION

CENTRAL REGION

WEST REGION

BEST CATERER

BEST BUSINESS LUNCH

BEST BRUNCH

LEEWARD REGION

NORTH SHORE REGION

WINDWARD REGION

BEST TAKE-OUT

BEST CHINESE

BEST BUDGET FRIENDLY

BEST CHAIN

BEST ITALIAN

BEST JAPANESE (IZAKAYA)

BEST JAPANESE (OMAKASE)

BEST KOREAN

BEST FOOD HALL

Helena’s Hawaiian Food

Kapa Hale

Margotto Hawaii

Kilani B﻿akery

Moani Island Bistro

Chef Chai

Mariposa

Podmore

Rokaru Shabu Shabu

Beach House by Roy Yamaguchi

Kin Wa Chop Suey

Artizen by MW

Jade Dynasty Seafood Restaurant

Sekiya’s Restaurant & Delicatessen

Olive Garden

Noe at Four Seasons Ko‘olina

Izakaya Uosan

Akira Japanese Restaurant

Million Restaurant 

STIX Asia

Ilima Winners
Restaurants showcased tonight are in gold.
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Nursery Associates

`Alohilani Resort Waikiki Beach
Hawaiian Ice Company

Kapiolani Community College
Leahi Hospital

EVENT DONORS

HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER

For work on Honolulu Star-Advertiser ‘Ilima Awards, 
A Guide to Oahu’s Top Restaurants.

Mahalo Nui Loa

SR. SALES & MARKETING MANAGER
Chantel Soranaka

DIRECTOR OF SALES & MARKETING

Darrin Nakakura 
DIRECTOR OF ADVERTISING

Linda Woo 
WHERE HAWAII EATS HOST & SALES MANAGER

Gina Lambert
CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Anne Lee

Dennis Francis
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
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Kelli Shiroma Bariotta
EDITOR, CRAVE

Karen Iwamoto
HONOLULU VOICE EDITOR

Ginger Keller
MIDWEEK ASSISTANT EDITOR

Jocelyn Mero
LEEWARD O’AHU VOICE EDITOR

Tasha Mero
WEST O’AHU VOIC EDITOR

& CENTRAL O’AHU VOICE EDITOR

Nicole Monton
MIDWEEK & CRAVE MANAGING EDITOR

Bill Mossman
MIDWEEK EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Ron Nagasawa
MIDWEEK DIRECTOR OF CONTENT

Allyson Pang
EAST O’AHU VOICE EDITOR

Don Robbins
WINDWARD O’AHU VOICE

Theatrix Hawaii

Obun Hawaii Inc.
Pacific Party Rentals

Rainforest at Kilohana Square
Randy & Joey Harris



Albert Chong Associates, Inc.
Cades Schutte, LLP

C. S. Wo & Sons
First Hawaiian Bank

John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Bob & Kay Hampton

Hawaii Pacific Health
Mariko & Joseph Lyons

Guy Merola & Mark Wong | David & Anna Young | 
Jeff Banks & Larry Paxton | Candes Meijide Gentry

Joyce & Bob Torrey
The Cutlery

Platinum

Honolulu Star-Advertiser

Allied Builders System
ALTRES

Crystal

Table Sponsors

Diamond
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American Savings Bank

Bergeman Group

City Mill Company, Ltd.
Uson & Lani Ewart

Highgate Hotels

Aikane Investments

Better Homes and Gardens 
Real Estate Advantage Realty

Sid Char & Friends

Island Insurance
Kyo-ya Hotels & Resorts
L&L Hawaiian Barbecue

Pappas/deVille

Ginny Tiu

Todd Iacovelli

Nigel & Alicia Pentland
Servco Pacific Inc.

Richard M. Rand




